INTRODUCTION
A number of palynological surveys have been made on the deep-sea sediments around the Japanese archipelago, but the samples reported here are the first to be collected from the sedimentary rocks in the ocean east of the Ryukyu island chain. Two sets of samples were analyzed, one from DSDP Site 445 and the other from Site 446 (Figure 1 ).
Drilling at Sites 445 and 446, on the Daito Ridge and in the Daito Basin, penetrated to depths of 892 and 629 meters below the sea floor, respectively (Figure 2 
ANALYTICAL METHODS
The samples were treated first with a solution of hydrofluoric and hydrochloric acids. After washing, the residue was separated by a solution of zinc bromide with a specific gravity of 2.0.
Acetic acid was added after a second washing, and the final residue was treated with a 10-percent solution of potassium hydroxide. This residue was mounted in glycerin jelly.
Identification of the fossil pollen and spores was made with a biological microscope at magnifications of × 600 and ×IOOO.
RESULTS
Pollen and spores generally were very rare in the calcareous rocks at Sites 445 and 446. In contrast, pollen and spores were common in the middle-Eocene mudstone. The most common taxa from the middle Eocene at Site. Sequoiapollenites is common. Palmaepollenites, Ephedripites, and Zonocostites (Rhizophora) are subtropical and tropical elements. Osmundacidites and Lygodioisporites are generally indicators of warm-temperate conditions; these spores are somewhat larger than those of the same genera found in northern Kyushu, Japan.
The Tricolpate-type pollen commonly found in the Eocene sediments of northern Kyushu are rather rare in the Eocene sediments from the Daito Ridge.
From these preliminary results, the middle-Eocene climate of the Daito Ridge area is presumed to have been warm-temperate. 
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